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LIMDIS-RESEARCH 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OGEN 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED RADIO RESEARCH IN SYRIA 
REE: DAMASCUS 0438, AMMAN 0322 

1 . USIA HAS REQUESTED DEPT OF STATE RESEARCH COUNCIL 
(DSRC) CLEARANCE FOR PROPOSED PARTICIPATION IN SURVEY OF 
TELEVISION VIEWING IN SYRIA FOR JORDANIAN TV, TO BE 
CARRIED OUT BY MIDDLE EAST MARKET RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
(MEMRI), BEIRUT. 

2. MEMRI HAS APPROACHED USIA WITH OFEER TO ADD QUESTIONS 
PERTAINING TO VOA (AND OTHER EOREIGN RADIO LISTENING) AND 
RELATED RADIO AND TV MEDIA HABITS TO SURVEY. QUESTIONS 
WOULD NOT DEAL WITH STATION CREDIBILITY OR OTHER "IMAGE" 
RELATED TOPICS WHICH MIGHT PROVE SENSITIVE. QUERIES ABOUT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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VOA LISTENING WOULD BE ASKED ONLY IN THE CONTEXT OF 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL STATIONS (BBC, CAIRO, MONTE CARLO, 
ETC.) TO MINIMIZE LIKELIHOOD OF USG SPONSORSHIP BEING 
EVIDENT TO PARTICIPANTS. CONTRACTOR HAS SUCCESSFULLY 
CONDUCTED FIELD WORK FOR USIA PREVIOUSLY IN LEBANON, 
KUWAITAND SAUDI ARABIA. 
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3. SHOULD USIA PARTICIPATE IN SURVEY AS OUTLINED ABOVE, 

BASIC SPONSORSHIP WOULD REMAIN THAT OF lORDANIAN TV. 

4. PAO'S IN DAMASCUS AND AMMAN BOTH INDICATE SUPPORT EOR 
SURVEY IN REEERENCED CABLES. BEFORE MAKING FINAL 
DECISION ON PROPOSAL, DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
VIEWS WITH RESPECT TO POSSIBLE EOREIGN POLICY 
SENSITIVITY. 

VANCE 
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